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National Institute of
Standards and Technology

• Non-regulatory federal agency made up of about 
3,000 science and technology researchers

• NIST promotes U.S. innovation and industrial 
competitiveness by advancing measurement 
science, standards, and technology

• The Information Services Office (ISO) supports 
and enhances research activities of the NIST 
scientific community through a comprehensive 
program of knowledge management



Digitizing the Agency’s Legacy 
Collection

• Drivers

• The Pubs

• Selection and Planning

• Implementation
– Internet Archive

– FDsys

• Customer Feedback 

• Up Next



Drivers

• Increased customer requests for digitized 
publications

• Trend toward digitizing library materials in the 
2000s

• Release of Office of Science and Technology 
Partnership (OSTP) memo on increasing access 
to results of federally-funded scientific 
research



NIST Technical Series Publications

• First published in 1902

• Comprised of 92 series

• Approximately 37,000 
publications, 24,000 to 
be digitized

• Still publishing today

http://dx.doi.org/10.6028/NBS.TN.1



Selection and Planning

• Conducted a survey of 
legacy publications in 
order to get an idea of 
the scope of the project

• No complete index of 
every NIST publication 
existed

• Dissemination 
restrictions

• Time management

http://beta.diylol.com/



Internet Archive

https://archive.org/details/NISTresearchlibrary



Federal Digital System
(FDsys)

• Observes metadata standards

• Addresses digital preservation

• Conducts self-audit using TRAC

• Recognized for government publications

• Authentication and digital signatures



• Testing, testing

• Decisions - standard 
vs custom collection

• Navigation - landing 
pages

FDsys Implementation

www.mememaker.net



The Finished Product

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/



http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/



Customer Feedback

• Very positive 
customer feedback

• Increased customer 
demand for digital 
pubs

http://www.clipartsheep.com/



Up Next

• FDsys NextGen

• More digitizing 
and deposits

http://diylol.com/meme-generator/



The identification of any commercial product or trade name does not 
imply endorsement or recommendation by the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology.



Questions?


