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Simulation of Isothermal and Adiabatic Leak
Processes of Zeotropic Refrigerant Mixtures

M.S. Kim, Ph.D. D.A. Didion, D.Eng., P.E.
Associate MemberASHRAE Fellow ASHRAE

Nonflammable zeotropic mixtures of jlarnrnable and non@antmabZe refierants are
possible alternative ref~erants for use in domestic heaf pumps and air conditioners.
Re~erant l.eakagefiom such a system is ofpararnount concern since it is possible that a
mixture composition will sh.ijt to aJarnmabie range.

This paper presents sinudations of leak processes of zeotropic ref%erant mixtures.
Idealized cases of isothermal and adiabatic leak processes are consklered in this study
as representations of slow and fmt leaks, respectively. Results of simulations are pre-
sented for a seZected composition of binary and ternary ref~erant mixtures; R-32/134a
and R-32/ 125/ 134a Mass&action changes of the mbiures are presented with respect to
the percentage leak of the original charge. In the isothermal leak process, the fraction of
the more vola.tf.lere~erant in both vapor and liquid phases decreases for either a vapor
or a liquid leak. The mass fraction changes at a low initial temperature are greater than
those at a high initial temperature. During the adiabatic leak process, the vapor mass
j-action of the more volatile component increases, while the liquid mass fraction of that
component decreases for both vapor and liquid leak processes.

INTRODUCTION

Researchers have found only a limited number of alternative refrigerants to CFCS and
HCFCS which meet the essential characteristics for heat pump and air conditioning
applications. They have concentrated on developing safe, chlorine-free, single compo-
nent fluids with similar vapor pressures to those of the refrigerants which are to be
replaced. Successful examples of their research are the development of HFC- 134a as an
alternative to CFC- 12 and HCFC- 123 as an alternative to CFC- 11. However, the search
for an alternative refrigerant to HCFC-22 and R-502 has been far more difficult. No safe
(e.g. non-flammable), single component fluid is known to have adequately close perfor-
mance characteristics to be adopted as a substitute. Therefore, manufacturers are con-
sidering mixtures of two or more refrigerants to obtain adequately close properties,
thereby avoiding having to alter component sizes of their product lines to adjust to
refrigerants with different properties.

When mixing fluids it occasionally happens that azeotropes form. These mixtures
remain at a constant temperature and composition throughout boiling or condensation;
consequently, they are not different from single component refrigerants for all practical

purposes. The more common occurrence is the formation of zeotropic (or non-azeotro-
pic) mixtures that have temperature and composition changes during evaporation or
condensation processes. There are potential advantages to using zeotropes, such as
increased cycle performance, capacity control, and a wide choice of desired properties.
However, there are also possible disadvantages to using zeotropic mixtures, including
system design changes, difficulty in charging and servicing, and composition changes

, during a leak (Didion 1990).
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There is an ever dwindling pool of available fluids due to environmental restrictions,
giving new incentives for refrigerant mixture development. Hydrocarbons and flamm-
able hydrofluorocarbons (HFC’S), which had previously been discounted for safety
reasons, now offer an expansion of the candidate list if they are mixed with nonflam-
mable HFC’S, It is, therefore, important to be able to predict the composition change of
zeotropic rnktures under all leak conditions, even uncontrolled leak conditions. Recent
studies relating to the leak process of refrigerant mixtures have been done with an
industrial heat pump (Hake 1988) and an automotive air conditioning system (Kruse
1988). Also, leak experiments of speciilc mixtures have been compared with computer
simulations by Shiflett et al. (1992), and Kruse and Rinne (1992), but a generic model as
discussed herein is not known to have been presented in the open literature.

In this paper, leak scenarios related with zeotropic mixtures are discussed. The scope
of this study includes a prediction of the composition changes of the zeotmpic mixtures
in both isothermal and adiabatic leak processes for both vapor and liquid leak cases.
The isothermal leak process represents an ideal case of a very slow leak, and the adia-
batic leak process represents an ideal case of a very fast leak from a heat pump system
or a refrigerant storage cylinder. Two refrigerant mixtures proposed as alternatives to
R-22, namely, R-32/ 134a (30/70) and R-32/ 125/ 134a (30/ 10/60) have been chosen
for presentation of sample calculations in this study (Domanski 1993). (Numbers in
parentheses refer to composition in mass percentage as presented in ASHRAE Standard
34 (ASHRAE 1992)).

MODELING & SIMULATION

Schematic diagram of the modeled system is shown in Figure l(a) for a vapor leak,
and (b) for a liquid leak. The system is composed of a constant volume cylinder with a
small hole through which the refrigerant charge escapes as either a vapor or liquid. The
zeotropic refrigerant mixture inside the cylinder is assumed to be in a state of vapor-
liquid equilibrium, thus the vapor composition is different from the liquid composition,
The leak process is also assumed to be either isothermal or adiabatic, which represents
a very slow or fast leak process, respectively. In the isothermal leak process, the temper-
ature of the system is kept constant and heat transfer through the walls supplies the
energy required for the vaporization process. In the adiabatic leak process, the system is
assumed to be insulated, so that no heat is transferred through the walls. Therefore, the
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(a) Vapor leak (b) Liquid leak

Figure 1. Schematic diagram of vapor and liquid leak models.
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intenor fluid temperature decreases because the energy needed for the vaporization pro-
cess is taken from the refrigerant remaining in the cylinder. An additional assumption is
that the escaping vapor has the same composition as the vapor inside the cylinder dur-
ing the vapor leak. Similarly, for the liquid leak process, the composition of escaping
liquid is assumed to have the same composition as that of the liquid inside the cylinder.
The simulation of the leak processes proceeds as a quasi-steady state process with finite
time increments. During alternate steps, the simulation proceeds with (1) the mass
escaping and, (2) readjustment of the internal fluid to thermodynamic equilibrium
accounting for the previous loss of mass. When performing the simulations, the proper-
ties of refrigerants and refrigerant mixtures are calculated using the REFPROP program
(Gallagher 199 1).

Analysis of leakage phenomena is more conveniently done if all specific properties are
defined on a molar basis. The overall molar quality, Q, is defined by the molar fraction in
the vapor phase with respect to the total number of moles in the system, and is irrespec-
tive of any particular component. By deftition, Q is equal to Owhen the system is full of
saturated liquid, and Q is equal to 1 when the system is filled only with saturated vapor.
The overall mole fraction of the i-th component in the cylinder, Zi, is the SUM of the mole
fraction of the component i in both liquid and vapor phases.

1-+(+ %{
2[ =

n
(1)

=xt(l-Q)+LJiQ (2)

where xi is the mole fraction of the i-th component in the liquid phase and gi is the mole
fraction of the i-th component in vapor phase. Subscripts [ and u refer to the liquid and
vapor phases.

Consider first a vapor leak where a small amount of vapor, Anv of mole fraction yi,
escapes from the cylinder. Since only vapor is leaking, AnV = Am the total number of
moles released. The new quasi-steady state of the remaining fluid has an overall mole
fraction of the i-th component, 2[ (prime refers to the property after a leak);

xinl + gt(nU - Anu)
<=

n–An
(3)

By defining a parameter E as a fraction of the escaping moles with respect to the total,
and using the overall molar quality, Equation (3) can be rearranged as

()x*(l– Q)+ LJ&J1–;
z; = 1-E

Similarly the molar volume after a leak is expressed as

v v
v’=— n–An = ~E

(4)

(5)

Finally the change of the overall mole fi-action of the i-th component after a vapor leak is
determined by subtracting Equation (2) from (4): ..1<;

Azt= Z;-Zi= -&(l -Q) (Ut-q (6) \
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For the case of a liquid leak, a small amount of liquid, Anl of component L escapes and
because this is the only phase leaking from the system, Anl = Am The overall mole frac-
tion of the i-th component in the system after a liquid leak is represented by the follow-

ing Equation:

By introducing
rearranged as

xi(r-+- Ant) + !Jinu/
‘i = n–An

the parameter E, and the overall molar

(7)

qualily Q, Equation (7) can be

( i%)+@xi(l– Q) l–
2; =

l–e
(8)

The molar volume after a liquid leak in this case is represented as in Equation (5). The
change of the overall mole f~action of component i after a small liquid leak is derived by
subtracting Equation (2) from (8), which is shown in Equation (9).

Azi = &~(LJi-Xi) (9)

In addition to calculating the overall mole fraction change and the molar volume
change in the vapor or liquid leak processes as above described, the pressure inside the
cylinder during the leak process should also be determined. In the isothermal leak pro-
cess, the temperature inside the cylinder remains constant throughout the process.
Unlike the isothermal case, the temperature decreases during the adiabatic leak process
because the energy required for the vaporization is taken from the refrigerant inside the
cylinder. The internal ener~ in the cylinder after a leak in the adiabatic leak process
can be determined from the first law of thermodynamics.

In Equation (10), u is the internal energy in the system and u’ refers to the internal
energy after a leak: ~ represents the enthalpy of the escaping refrigerant. It is assumed
that no heat or work are transferred through the system bounda~ and both potential
and kinetic energy are negligible.

The calculation procedure in the isothermal leak process is as follows: The molar vol-
umes of vapor and liquid phases in the saturation state are first calculated with given
initial conditions. The overall mole fraction and the molar volume in the system after a
small vapor or liquid leak are calculated with Equations (4) and (5) for a vapor leak, or
(8) and (5) for a liquid leak at a given temperature. The system pressure at given overall
mole fraction should be determined so that the calculated molar volume at a new equi-
librium state is equal to that given by Equation (5). During the adiabatic leak process,
the temperature decreases and the internal energy in the system after a leak must sat-
isfy Equation (10). Generally, internal energy is a function of temperature. pressure and
overall mole fraction, therefore, at the new overall mole fraction given by Equation (4) or

(8), both the temperature and the pressure should be changed to comespond to the new
internal energy after a leak to satisfy Equation (10). At the same time, calculated molar
volume should satisfy Equation (5). As an initial state, a saturated liquid state with a

quality of zero is selected for either isothermal or adiabatic processes of a vapor or liquid
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leak, because the case wi~ ~ initi~ qu~ty greater fi= zero undergoes less change
during the leak. The fim~ state in the isotherm~ lea process is chosen as the saturated
vapor state. In the adiabatic leak process, tie simulation is stopped when the pressure
inside the cylinder is equal to the atmospheric pressure for a vapor leak. For an adia-
batic liquid leak, the leak simulation stops when all the liquid has escaped.

A schematic diagram of pressure ~d composition changes during the isothermal

vapor leak process is shown in Figure 2. At the initi~ state, the cylinder is ~ssumed full
of the saturated liquid of mole fraction Xi, thUS Xi = Zi, the overall mole fraction. AS
shown in Figure 2, pressure, ~d both liquid ~d vapor mole fractions are intemelated
dutig the isothermal leak process. Therefore, once temperature -d pressure are
given, liquid and vapor mole fractions are determined from the equation of state. AS the
vapor le~ progresses, tie system pressure decreases -d the over~l mole fmction of
the i-th component in the system ch~ges according to Equatio~L (4). The liquid and

vapor mole fractions also vary along the bubble and the dew-point curves respectively.
as shown in Figure 2. At the fiaJ state, ~1 the liquid is evaporated ~d tie system is full
of saturated vapor, therefore the overall mole fraction Zf in the system is equal to Yy
Continued leakage from thi.s point would result in pressure decrease ~d no further
composition shift.

The diagram of tie adiabatic vapor ]e~ process is schematic~ly show in Figure 3.
In the adiabatic leak process, the temperature decreases as the leak continues, there-
fOre the vapor-liquid equfibrium at the decreased temperature should & used to

describe the adiabatic le~ process. Origindy, the cylinder is filled ~~ the saturated
liquid of composition Xi at initi~ temperature ~d pressure. A the adiabatic vapor leak
continues, both the system temperature ~d pressure decrease ~ld satisfy Equations
(5) and (10) at the overall mole fraction of tie i-~ component given by Equation (4). The

overall mole fraction of the more volatile component, Zi, is slightly higher t.h~ xi

throughout the leak process. The liquid ad vapor mole fractions ~, fie ~linder change
along the bubble and the dew-po~t curves at fie decreased temperature -d pressure

determined above. The fi~ compositions in the liquid -d the vapor phases are marked
as xf and gf in Figure 3.

Constant temperature

/’+fl

“indwf”’’”f’iq”idizz

Liquid

saturated vapor

continuation of

/’”

x, Yf xi Y,
Composition

Figure 2. Schematic diagram of pressure and composition changes
during an isothermal vapor leak process



8 FIvAct@. RESEARCH

~.._--------- ------------------------- , 1
L A I

L___ -_-___ -------- .-___, _--– --__ --__-,

Vapor I

Z==---l
Low temperature I

/

f El-.=---.........
I

x, xi YiYf

Composition

Figure 3. Schematic diagram of pressure and composition changes

during an adiabatic vapor leak process

SIMULATION RESULTS OF T~ ISOTHERMAL LEAK PROCESS

Isothermal Leak of R-32/134a (30/70) Mixture

The mass fraction ch~ge during the iso~ermal vapor leak process for the R-32/134a
mixture is shown in FigUr~ 4 as a-function of mass percentage of the refrigerant leaked
out of the system. ‘f’he liquid, vapor, and overall mole fractions, X, ~, and z, obt~ned bY
the simulation are convefied to mass fractions X, Y, and Z, and shown in this figure. The
vapor, liquid, and over~ mass fractions of the more volatile component (R-32 in this
case) decrease during the isothe~~ vapor le~ because the mass fraction of R-32 in
the leaking vapor phase is greater than that in the liquid phase. Simultaneously, the
mass fractions of the less vola~e component (R-134a) in both vapor and liquid phases
increase during the isothe~~ vapor le~. Since R-32 is the flammable component in
this Zeotropic refrigerant ~ure (Richard 1992), it is important that the leaking vapor

nd the remaining refrigerant mixture in the system maintain a nonflammable composi-
tion dumg the vapor leak. It should be noted that the initial vapor during the isother-
mal vapor leak has the highest percentage of R-32. me simulation is stopped when the
fma.1overall mass fraction in the cylinder, ~, is that of the saturated vapor phase, Yp ?

The vertical line in Figure 4 represents the final state with only saturated vapor in the
cylinder.

In the isothermal le& process of the liquid phase for the R-32/134a mixture, the
9
t

mass fraction changes are shown in Figure s. 130ilI fie vapor and liquici mass fractions
~
,,

of the more volatile component (YR-32 and XR-32) decrease in this process because their
compositions in the vapor-liquid equilibrium state decrease as the pressure decreases.

However, the overall mole fraction (zi) of the more volatile refrigerant increases during
the isot.he~d liquid leak according to Equation (9) because the liquid mole fraction (xi)
of this component is less than the vapor mole fraction (LJi).

The pressure ~d the over~l mass fraction chmges during the isothermal vapor ~d
t

liquid leaks of the R-32/ 134a ~ure ~e shown in Figure 6. The bubble and dew point
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curves at different temperatures are a.Isoshown. In Figure 6, V and L represent the over-
all mass fraction changes during tie vapor and liquid leas, and i and ~in.dicate initial
and final states of the leak process, respectively. AS the vapor or liquid leak continues
isothermally, the system pressure decreases ~d the vapor and liquid mass fraCt.iOnof
the mOre VOla~e component, R-32, decrease, However, fie over~ mass fmCtiOn of the
more volatile component in the system decreases during the vapor leak (curve V in Fig-
ure 6) and increases during the liquid le~ (curve L in Figure 6). AS the leak occurs at a

lower temperature, the overall mass fraction change is greater than that at a higher tem-
perature. For the case of vapor leak, the escaping vapor from the cylinder must f~st be
evaporated from the liquid phase. Therefore, tie composition change is greater due to
the preferential evaporation of the more volatile component from the liquid phase.
Accordingly, during a liquid leak, only a sm~ fraction of liquid must be vaporized to
replaCe the volume of the escaping liquid and there is no drastic change in the .SYSteII1.

Therefore, the pressure decreases Slighfly ~d the mass fraction changes in both vapor
and liquid phases are alSO small. Note that even ~ough tie overall mass fraction of the
flammable component, R-32, in the cYlinder increases, the mass fraction of R-32 in the
leaking liquid decreases, that is, the escaping liquid cont~s a lower percentage of R-32
than the initial refrigerant tiure as the liquid phase leaks (see zdso Figure 5).

The composition change described by Equations (4) and (/3) for either a vapor or liquid
leak is affected by the selection of the she of CcIt is found that the affect of the choice on
the calculations for the find pressure ~d mass fractions is small for choices below
0.01. In thk study results are presented for a choice of ().()()1 for both the vapor and
liquid leak processes, which is a reasonable Cornpl-ornise between computer rL.U_Itime
and precision of the results.

Isothermal Leak of R-32/125/134a (30/10/60) Mixture

For the R-32/ 125/ 134a ~ure, the mass fraction change during the isotherrmd

vapor leak is shown in Figure 7 with respect to the leaked mass percentage of the origi-
ns charge. The vapor and liquid mass fractions of the most volatile refrigerant (R-32)
decrease during the vapor leak. This is because the vapor and liquid mass fractions of
the most volatile component in the vapor-liquid equilibrium state decrease as the Pres-
sure lowers. Consequently, the mass fractions of the least volatile component (R-134a)
in both vapor and liquid phases increase during the vapor le&. In general, the mass

fraction of a component of intermediate volat~i~ ~ a tern~ tiure can be increased

or decreased as the pressure itself decreases due to the leak, and depending on the ther-
modynamic vapor-liquid equilibrium state of fie m~ure, For the intermediate volatile
component (R- 125), the mass fractions in both vapor and liquid phases decrease as the
leak continues, Considering that R-32 is fl~able, and that neifier R- 125 nor R- 134a
are flammable (Richard 1992), it is desirable that the refrigerant mixture in the system
remains in a nonflammable region as fie vapor lea out. The overall mass fraction of
R-32 in the cylinder decreases because that of tie leaking vapor is greater than the

mass fraction of R-32 in the cylinder. Initially the overall mass fraction of each comPo-
nent is chosen to be equal to the liquid mass fraction, and We leak process is simulated
until the final composition is equ~ to fiat of the vapor phase, when the cylinder is filled

only with saturated vapor (no liquid droplets). The mass fraction changes during the iso-
thermal vapor leak of the R-32/ 125/ 134a mfiure at different temperatures are shown

in Figure 8. In this figure, the points marked with Uiand Ufrepresent the initial and the
fma.1mass fractions of the vapor phase, respectively: liand $indicate those of the liquid
phase. The overall mass fraction change is &O shown in this figure, as the marked

cume connecting the point Ii to Vf .% the temperature is lowered, the vapor, liquid, and
overall mass fraction changes are greater.

The mass fraction change duxlng the liquid le~ of the R-32/ 125/ lj34a mixture is
shown in Figure 9 as a function of mass percentage leaked out. The vapor and liquid
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(Uand 1representvapor and liquid phases, and i and~represent initial and fund states.)

mass fractions of the most volatile refriger=t in the cylinder decrease slightly because
of the pressure decrease caused by the leak. The mass fractions in the leaking liquid are
represented by Xp me ovefi mass fraction of the most volatie refriger~t (%.32)

increases because the mass fraction of this component in the escaping liquid is less
than that in the vapor phase. As the liquid leak progresses, there is a higher percentage
of R-32 in the remaining refrigerant mixture compared to the initial mixture.

The mass fraction change during the liquid leak of the R-32/125/1 :34a mixture is
shown in Figure 10 on a triangul= composition diagram. The mass fraction change in
the vapor phase (curve from Uito I.@ and that in the liquid phase (curve fom ~ to ~) are
also marked in this figure. M the liquid phase leaks from the cylinder, the pressure
decreases, and the vapor and liquid mass fractions of the most volatile refrigerant (R-32)
decrease. However, the overall mass fraction of the most volatile comporient in the sys-



VOLUME1,NUMBER1,JANUARY1995 13

.-.-.-.-.-. -.-. -.2:.::?----------------......................................-#r#Pzr. .r/ r/ r....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..O . . . . .

. . .

+

--+ L,
Y zR-134

R-w ‘.

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ..
%,y

. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ..."."'.". ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

R-134 ZR-S2 y~
------------------------------- .---m--m -ss=. ..-.. -.. . . . . . . . . . .------ ----

-k”
................-1

A R-32 I
/’1= z n-tzs

\
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
--------------------- --------------- MUu %(x~1% “;:’;”====-=---

, 1 I 1 I
. . ..- ---.-

0 20 40 60 80 86.6 lCNI

Mass percentage leaked out, %

Figure 9. Mass fiction change during the isothermal liquid leak of the
R-32/ 125/ 134a mixture as a function of mass percentage leaked out

tern increases during the liquid leak, as displayed by the marked cume connecting the
points from Ii (initial overall mass fraction) to Uy(llina.1overall mass fraction) in Figure 10.
When the leak occurs at a lower temperature, the overall mass fraction changes and
changes in the vapor and liquid phases are greater.

SIMULATION RESULTS OF THE ADIAEATIC LEAK PROCESS

Adiabatic Leak of R-32/134a (30/70) Mixture

The mass fraction changes of each component in the vapor and liquid phases and the
overall mass fraction change are shown in Figure 11 as a functio:n of the leaked mass

percentage during the adiabatic vapor leak process of the R-32/ l;34a mixture. The liq-
uid mass fraction of the more volatile component (R-32) decreases while the vapor mass
fraction of this component increases. The overall mass fraction of R-32, ZR-32,lies nearly
on top of X~-32 and ~- ~34ais slightly lower than XR-134a.me adiabatic vapor leak Pam
is shown on the pressure and mass fraction diagram in Figure 12. This figure shows the

changes in vapor and liquid phases, and the overall mass fmction change in the cylin-
der. Bubble and dew-point curves at four different temperatures are shown in order to
indicate the mass fractions in the vapor and liquid phases, at those temperatures. AS
the vapor leaks adiabatically, the system pressure and temperature decrease, and it is
noteworthy that the vapor mass fraction of the flammable component (R-32) increases.
Figure 11 shows how the leak stops at 26.70/omass loss, because the system pressure
decreases to the atmospheric pressure at the temperature of -41,. l“C, as indicated in
Figure 12.

During the adiabatic liquid leak process, the vapor, liquid, and overall mass fraction
changes are shown in Figure 13. The vapor mass fraction of the more volatile compo-
nent (R-32) increases in this process while the liquid mass fraction of this component

~eriences a negligible decrease. The overall mass fraction of the more volatile compo-
nent increases according to Equation (9) because the liquid mole fraction of R-32 is less
than the vapor mole fraction. The liquid leaks out until the leaked mass percentage
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(Uand 1represent vapor and liquid phases, and i and~represent initial and final states.)

reaches 97.80/owhere the temperature drops from 20”C to 9.7°C at the pressure higher
than the ambient pressure (see Figure 14). In this adiabatic liquid lealk, the pressure
and the mass fraction changes are shown in Figure 14. The bubble and dew-point
curves at 3 different temperatures are shown and the vapor, liquid, and overall mass
fraction (Y, X, and ZJchanges are also displayed. As the liquid leaks adiabatically from
the cylinder, the system pressure and temperature decrease and the vapor mass frac-
tion of the more volatile component (R-32) increases slightly.

The pressure decreases and the temperature changes in the adiabatic vapor and
liquid leaks are shown in Figure 15. For a vapor leak, the temperature m the cylinder
decreases drastically because the evaporation ener~ is taken from the liquid phase.



VOLUME 1. NUMBER 1, JANUARY 1995 15

Q:.,..,.,.....................,.,...................=..,.:.2,,7.=.,.:.,,............................. x R-134
\

4 -+---+---+ ----$--- ---
_-+..-!g4i44---4--”4 -+--%.;--+--*--+-’

R-724

----- ----- ----- . . ‘“L------______
Y c-”

R-ls4a

o 5 10 15 20 25 26.7 30

Mass percentage leaked out, !40

Figure 11. Mass fraction change during the adiabatic vapor leak of the
R-32/ 134a mixture as a function of mass percentage leaked out

1.5

1.0

0.5

0.0
0.0 02 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

Mass fraction of R-32

Figure 12. Pressure and mass ffaction changes during the adiabatic
vapor leak of the R-32/134a mixture



.
16 HVAC&RRESEARCH

Q.-”-”-.

,, . . .

..---..-.----.---...-- . . . ..-"-"-"-"."."..."m"..."=u."mu----.-..-...--z.....................
z #--’-’..,

R-134

Y 1

/
R-1Ma

I

------ ----- ------ ----- ----- --- ----- ----- ----- --

WY
R32

,’
,

‘R42 ~.,. ’”.-

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..,...’.., --------------------- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .l. \l.. &,b\h , --------- ---------- .-. ---------- . . . . . . . . .

b. ~

I 1 1 /. . -----

Mass percentage leaked out, !40

Figure 13. Mass fraction change during the adiabatic liquid leak of the
R-32/ 134a mixture as a fimction of mass percentage leaked out

1.6

1.4

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6
Mass fraction of R-32

Figure 14. Pressure and mass fraction changes during
leak of the R-32/134a mixture

0.8 1.0

the adiabatic liquid



. .

VOLUME1,NUMBER 1, JANUARY 1995 17

6

!%

1.2

1.0

0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

0.0

----------- . ------------- . . . . . . . . .

~:

\

,
‘\\

\\
‘t Q“=-..: ..7

t ,:,:,, ,::..,. ~;, ,::; .,,

‘\
‘~

,..

+-Ji?”-
‘<

~~\

,
,
\
,
I
, P ——
,,,,,.,T,r,... .... \\ T ,----------

.,.

, , I

0 m 40 So 00 100

Mass percentage leaked out, %

Figure 15. Pressure and temperature changes during the adiabatic vapor
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The internal energy changes by Equation (10), and the corresponding saturation

pressure decreases. Therefore, the evaporation is suppressed due to the temperature

drop for the adiabatic vapor leak process, and the pressure decreases to the atmo-

spheric pressure at which no further leak occurs. However, for a liquid leak, because

very little liquid evaporates, due to the large volume difference between liquid and vapor

phases, the temperature drops slightly and the pressure decreases until all the liquid

escapes from the cylinder.

Adiabatic Leak of R-32/125/134a (30/10/60) Mixture

The mass fraction change during the adiabatic vapor leak of the R-32/125/134a mixt-
ure is shown in Figure 16 with respect to the mass percentage leaked out. The mass
fractions of the most volatile refrigerant (R-32) and of the intermediate volatile compo-

nent (R- 125) in the vapor phase increase, while the vapor mass fraction of the least vol-
atile component (R- 134a) decreases during the vapor leak. However, the mass fractions
of R-32 and R-125 in the liquid phase decrease and consequently the liquid mass frac-
tion of R- 134a increases. The mass fraction changes in both vapor and liquid phases

depend on the vapor-liquid equilibrium state of the refrigerant mixture at a given pres-
sure and temperature. It is important to note that the mass fraction of the flammable
component in the leaking vapor, YR.32,increases slightly during the vapor leak. Initially
the overall mass fraction, ~, is equal to the liquid mass fraction (cylinder full of liquid),
Xi. During the whole leak process, the overall mass fraction shows negligible difference
from the liquid mass fraction. This means most molecules in the cylinder exist in the liq-
uid phase mainly because the evaporation is suppressed due to the temperature drop.
The simulation is terminated when the pressure inside the cylinder is equal to the ambi-
ent pressure, at which point the leaked mass percentage is marked, with a vertical line at
28.8?40mass leak, as shown in Figure 16.

The mass fraction changes in the vapor and liquid phases in the adiabatic liquid leak
of the R-32/ 125/ 134a mixture are shown in Figure 17 with respect to the mass percent-
age leaked out. The changes in liquid and vapor mass fractions of all components are
negligible. For a liquid leak, because of the large volume difference between liquid and
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vapor phases, very little liquid evaporates to occupy the volume of the escaped liquid.
The pressure inside the cylinder decreases until all the liquid escapes from the cylinder.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

In this study, the isothermal and the adiabatic leak processes are formulated for both

vapor and liquid leak cases. This formulation is based upon a simple leak model, and
idealized isothermal and adiabatic leak processes represent a slow and a fast leak,
respectively. Simulations are carried out for selected mass fractions of binary and ter-
nary refrigerant mixtures; R-32/ 134a (30/70) and R-32/ 125/ 134a (30/ 10/60). The
mass fraction change in the system is presented as a function of the mass percentage
leaked out of the system. In the isothermal leak process, both vapor and liquid mass
fractions of the most volatile component decrease during the vapor and liquid leaks, and
the overall mass fractions of this component decreases during the vapor leak, but
increases during the liquid leak. AS the temperature is lowered, the overall mass frac-
tion change becomes greater. In the adiabatic leak process, the liquid mass fraction of
the most volatile component decreases while the vapor mass fraction of this component
increases. The temperature and pressure inside the cylinder deCreaLSedrastically for the
adiabatic vapor leak and drop slightly for the adiabatic liquid leak. The results of this
study show that the refrigerant mixture left in the system remains in a nonflammable
region during the isothermal vapor leak for both cases of binary and ternary mixtures.

The highest fraction of the flammable component, R-32, in the mixture is obtained in

the vapor phase at the initial state. In the adiabatic leak process, the highest fraction of

R-32 is obtained in the vapor phase at the final state of the leak prc)cess.

Since the simulation in this study is based on REFPROP 4.0, which uses the Cama-
han-Starling-DeSantis equation of state, its precision can be no better than this equa-
tion represents the vapor-liquid equilibrium data. Experience so far has indicated two
possible problem areas. For pure components, predicted values a’hove a reduced tem-
perature of about 0.95 (i.e. within about 15 – 20°C of the critical temperature) may be
suspect, particularly for derived data (for example, enthalpy or entropy). Mixtures, too,
have this problem since the predicted mixture data is based on individual component
data. Thus one must be careful that the mixture data is not within 570 of the critical

point for any component. In addition, the mixing coefficients, when predicted, may be
suspect. REFPROP states when they are predicted and when they have been measured.
Examples in this paper specifically avoided the above problem areas.

In reality, a refrigerant charging process is close to the adiabatic leak process. If the
system is charged with a liquid refrigerant from the bottom of a charging cylinder, the
mass fraction change for a zeotropic mixture is negligible. One of the problems associ-
ated with a leak is how to measure the amount of refrigerant leakecl out of the system. If
the initial pressure, amount of charge, and the composition of the zeotropic refrigerant
mixture are known, the amount leaked out of the system can be estimated by measur-
ing the pressure of the system and applying the Equations described in this paper.
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NOMENCLATURE
@ enthalpy of escaping refrigerant, kJ/kmol
N total number of components
n total number of moles, kmol
rq number of moles in the liquid phase, kmol

% number of moles in the vapor phase, kmol
P pressure, MPa
Q molar quality, Q = nU/n
T temperature, “C
u internal energy, kJ/kmol
v system volume, m3

molar volume, m3/kmol, I-J= V/n
: liquid mass fraction nlf ‘h
x liquid mole fraction, xi = ~ —

z

= ~[

r+
j=l J

Y vapor mass fraction
n n

vi vi
9 vapor mole fraction, !J~= ~ ‘~

z n
z overall mass fraction J=l ‘J
z overall mole fraction
& escaping fraction of the total moles, &=

An/n
Subscripts and Superscript

initial state, i-t-hcomponent

; final state
1 liquid phase
v vapor phase
# property at the next step after a leak
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