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------------------------------INSTRUCTIONS------------------------------ 
NISTIR 6978 is a website artifact that can be viewed on your preferred internet browser. Here are 
instructions on how to open the website: 
1. Download zip file to your desktop 
2. Extract all files to your desktop 
3. Open Pages folder 
4. Find and open nist.html in your preferred internet browser 
5. Navigate the HTML file like you would any other website 
6. To listen to the audio narration that accompanies the website, open the START.EXE file in the main 
folder 
 
Note: if you move or rename any of the folders or files, the website will no longer work. 
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Outline of files: 
1. NIST 
 a. Overview 
 b. About NIST 
 c. Milestones 
2. Metrology 
 a. Overview 
 b. Definition 
 c. Importance in Everyday Life 
 d. Global Measurement Structure 
  i. Global Bodies 
  ii. Regional Bodies 
  iii. U.S. National Bodies 
 e. Metric System & International System of Units 
  i. Convention of the Meter 
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  ii. United States and Metric System 
 f. Traceability 
  i. NIST's Role in Traceablity 
  ii. NIST Policy on Traceablity 
  iii. Laboratory Accreditations and Traceability 
3. Standards 
 a. Overview 
 b. Definition 
 c. Types of Standards 
 d. Harmonization of Standards 
 e. The Standardization Process 
  i. ANSI 
  ii. The U.S. National Standards Strategy 
  iii. NTTAA 
  iv. NIST- ANSI Relationship 
  v. Standards Development Process 
 f. Mandatory and Voluntary 
 g. Standardization Bodies 
  i. Global Bodies 
  ii. Regional Bodies 
  iii. U.S. Organizations 
4. Conformity Assessment 
 a. Overview 
 b. Definition 
 c. Types 
  i. Inspection 
  ii. Product Testing 
  iii. Product Certification 
  iv. Management System Registration 
  v. Laboratory Accreditation 
  vi. Recognition of Accreditation 
 d. MRA's 
 e. Confirmiity Assessment Organizations 
  i. ISO CASCo 
  ii. ILAC 
  iii. IAF 
  iv. IAAC 
  v. NVCASE 
  vi. APLAC 
  vii. PAC 
  viii. EA 
5. About Regulations 
 a. Overview 
 b. Definition 
 c. The U.S. Regulatory Process 
  i. Acts Impacting the Regulatory Process 
  ii. Administrative Procedure Act 
  iii. Code of Federal Regulations 
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  iv. Export Alert 
  v. How Standards are used in the Regulatory Process 
  vi. NCSCI 
6. Global Activities 
 a. Overview 
 b. Global 
  i. WTO 
 c. Regional 
  i. APEC 
  ii. CITEL 
  iii. FTAA 
  iv. NAFTA 
  v. The U.S. -EU MRA 
7. Standards and Technical Regulations in Trade Agreements 
 a. Trade Agreements in Place 
  i. WTO 
  ii. NAFTA 
 b. Agreements in Negotiation 
  i. FTAA 
 c. Other Fora 
  i. APEC 
  ii. U.S. -EU MRA 
 
 


