
Regulation on the labelling of fish products 2009-07-01 no. 967 
 
§ 1. Purpose 

The purpose of this regulation is to promote seafood quality by providing 
information on fish products regarding species designation, production method, date 
of catch or slaughter, and catch area or country of origin. 
 

§ 2. Scope of application 
 This regulation covers all placing on the market of fish products with goods 
descriptions and Commodity Code numbers in the Customs Tariff as described in 
Annex I, part A.  
 

The labelling requirement shall not however apply to small quantities of fish 
products disposed of directly to consumers by either fishermen or aquaculture 
producers. 
 

§ 3 Labelling requirement  
 Fish products referred to in Annex I, part A shall be accompanied by 
information on species designation, production method, date of catching or slaughter, 
and catch area or country of origin, cf. §5, §6, §7 and §8. 
 The labelling requirement in §7 shall not however apply to molluscs placed on 
the market live. 
 The labelling requirements apply irrespective of whether the fish product is 
prepacked or non-prepacked. 
 

§ 4 Placement of the labelling 
 Regulation on the labelling etc. of foodstuffs 1993-12-21 1385 §7 part 5 shall 
not be applicable to over-the-counter sale of fish products. In such cases the 
information shall be provided in writing on a sign, board or similar. 
 
§ 5 Fish species 
 Fish products referred to in Annex I part A shall be labelled with the 
commercial species designation. The list of the commercial designations in Annex II 
shall apply. At the stages of marketing prior to that to the ultimate consumer, the 
scientific/Latin name of the species shall also be included. 
 The Norwegian Food Safety Authority may amend the list of the commercial 
designations. 
 Application to use a provisional commercial designation for fish species not 
included in the list may be made to the Norwegian Food Safety Authority. The 
Norwegian Food Safety Authority will include a commercial designation in the list 
when it is revised. 
 



 
 

§ 6 Production method 
 Fish products included in Annex I, part A shall be labelled using one of the 
following descriptions of production type: 

a) Caught at sea, or 
b) Caught in freshwater, or 
c) Farmed 

In the case of species caught at sea, the reference to the production method 
may be omitted if it is obvious from the commercial designation and the catch 
area that they are species caught at sea. The description shall not be omitted if 
there is doubt as to the production method. 

If a combination of different species is placed on the market, the indication of 
production method shall be provided for each species.  

Where a combination is placed on the market consisting of the same species 
but derived from a variety of production methods, the method for each batch must 
be indicated.  

 

§ 7 Date of catch or slaughter 
 The labelling of fresh fish products referred to in Annex I, part A, caught at sea 
or in fresh water, shall indicate the date of catch. 
 The labelling of fresh fish products referred to in Annex I, part A, derived from 
farming, shall indicate the date of slaughter. 
 
§ 8 Catch area or country of origin 
 Fish products referred to in Annex I, part A shall be labelled using one of the 
following descriptions: 

a) Fish products caught at sea shall be labelled with the catch area in 
accordance with Annex I, part B.  

b) Fish products caught in fresh water shall be labelled with the country in 
which the product was caught.  

c) Farmed fish products shall be labelled with the country in which the product 
underwent its final development stage. 

If a combination of different species is placed on the market, indications of 
catch area or country of origin shall be provided for each species. 
  Where a combination is placed on the market consisting of the same species 
but derived from a variety of catch areas or countries, at least the area of the batch 
which is most representative in terms of quantity must be stated, together with an 
indication that the fish products also come from different countries or catch areas. 
 



Annex I 
 

A. Description of which products are covered by the labelling requirements for fish 
products. 

 
Commodity 
Code No. in 
the Common 
Customs 
Tariff  

Description of goods 

03.01 Live fish 

03.02 Fish, fresh or chilled, excluding fish fillets and other fish meat of heading 
03.04 

03.03 Fish, frozen, excluding fish fillets and other fish meat of heading No 03.04 

03.04 Fish fillets and other fish meat (whether or not minced), fresh, chilled or 
frozen 

03.05 Fish, dried, salted or in brine; smoked fish, whether or not cooked before 
or during the smoking process; flours, meals and pellets of fish, fit for 
human consumption 

03.06 Crustaceans, whether in shell or not, live, fresh, chilled, frozen, dried, 
salted or in brine; crustaceans, in shell, cooked by steaming or by boiling 
in water, whether or not chilled, frozen, dried, salted or in brine; flours, 
meals and pellets of fish, fit for human consumption 

03.07 Molluscs, whether in shell or not, live, fresh, chilled, frozen, dried, salted 
or in brine; aquatic invertebrates other than crustaceans and molluscs, live, 
fresh, chilled, frozen, dried, salted or in brine; flours, meals and pellets of 
aquatic invertebrates other than crustaceans, fit for human consumption 



  

B. Catch areas for fish species caught at sea 
 
Names that shall be used to 
describe catch areas  

FAO area  

North-West Atlantic 21 

North-East Atlantic 27 

Baltic Sea 27.IIId 

Central-Western Atlantic 31 

Central-Eastern Atlantic 34 

South-West Atlantic 41 

South-East Atlantic 47 

Mediterranean Sea 37.1, 37.2 and 37.3 

Black Sea 37.4 

Indian Ocean 51 and 57 

Pacific Ocean 61, 67, 71, 77, 81 and 87 

Antarctic 48, 58 and 88 

.  

 
Annex II 
 
List of commercial designations and species for the purpose of labelling: 
 
 

 



Perca fluviatilis abbor

Todarodes sagittatus akkar

Homarus americanus amerikansk hummer

Loliginidae, Ommastrephidae tiarmet blekksprut

Loligo forbesi tiarmet blekksprut

Theragra chalcogramma alaskapollock 

Gadus macrocephalus alaskatorsk

Thunnus alalunga langfinnet tunfisk

Engraulis encrasicolus ansjos

Euphausia superba antarktisk krill

Scomberomorus maculatus kongemakrell

Makaira nigricans blå marlin

Pagellus acarne pagell

Labrus bergylta berggylte

Thunnus obesus storøyd tunfisk

Galeus melastomus hågjel

Prionace glauca blåhai

Reinhardtius hippoglossoides blåkveite

Molva dypterygia blålange

Mytilus edulis blåskjell

Anarhichas denticulatus blåsteinbit

Lophius piscatorius breiflabb

Sprattus sprattus brisling

Brosme brosme brosme

Cetorhinus maximus brugde

Oncorhynchus kisutch sølvlaks

Dentex dentex tannbrasme

Centroscymnus coelolepis dypvannshå

Sparisoma cretense vanlig papegøyefisk 

Pagellus bogaraveo pagell

Raja montagui skate

Stizostedion  lucioperca gjørs

Perna canaliculus grønnskjell

Astacus astacus ferskvannskreps

Trachinus draco fjesing

Hippoglossoides platessoides gapeflyndre

Anarhichas minor steinbit

Esox lucius gjedde

Lepidorhombus whiffiagonis glassvar

Galeorhinus galeus hå

Deania calceus hå

Anarhichas lupus steinbit

Chlamys islandica haneskjell

Cardium edule hjerteskjell

Chlamys opercularis harpeskjell

Thymallus thymallus harr

Dicentrarchus labrax havabbor

Brama brama havbrasme

Urophycis tenuis skjeggbrosme

Homarus gammarus hummer

Merlangius merlangus hvitting

Melanogrammus aeglefinus hyse, kolje

Lamna nasus håbrann

Somniosus microcephalus håkjerring

Macrourus berglax isgalt

Pecten maximus kamskjell



Cyprinus carpio karpe

Micromesistius poutassou kolmule

Cyprina islandica kuskjell

Paralithodes camtschaticus kongekrabbe

Penaeus kerathurus kongereke

Buccinum undatum kongesnegl

Eutrigla (= Trigla) gurnardus knurr

Cancer pagurus taskekrabbe

Strongylocentrotus 

droebachiensis

kråkebolle

Hippoglossus hippoglossus kveite

Lampris guttatus laksestørje

Salmo salar laks

Molva molva lange

Mallotus villosus lodde

Microstomus kitt lomre

Pollachius pollachius lyr

Merluccius merluccius lysing

Scomber scombrus makrell

Thunnus thynnus makrellstørje

Mullus surmuletus mulle

Rutilus rutilus mort

Modiolus modiolus oskjell

Squalus acanthias pigghå

Raja clavata skate

Psetta maxima piggvar

Crassostrea angulata portugisisk østers

Boreogadus saida polartorsk

Mullus barbatus rødmulle

Oncorhynchus mykiss regnbueørret

Pandalus borealis reker

Cyclopterus lumpus rognkjeks

Rajella (Raja) fyllae skate

Pagellus erythrinus pagell

Pleuronectes platessa rødspette

Salvelinus alpinus                   røye

Limanda limanda sandflyndre

Zeus faber sanktpetersfisk

Sardina pilchardus sardin

Pollachius virens sei

Illex illecebrosus tiarmet blekksprut

Scopthalamus rhombos slettvar

Coregonus lavaretus sik 

Clupea harengus sild

Nephrops norvegicus sjøkreps

Phycis phycis skjellbrosme

Platichthys flesus skrubbe

Scyliorhinus canicula hå

Dipturus (Raja) oxyrinchus skate

Glyptocephalus cynoglossus smørflyndre

Sebastes mentella snabeluer

Scomber colias spansk makrell

Bathyraja spinicauda skate

Littorina littoria strandsnegl

Morone saxatilis stripet havabbor



Argentina sphyraena strømsild

Crassostrea giga stillehavsøsters

Alosa fallax stamsild

Palaemon serratus strandreke

Sarda sarda stripet pelamide

Spisula solidissima sandskjell

Etmopterus spinax hå

Xiphias gladius sverdfisk

Trachurus trachurus taggmakrell

Penaeus kerathurus tigerreke

Penaeus monodon tigerreke

Penaeus vannamei hvitfotreke

Gadus morhua torsk

Solea solea tunge

Sebastes marinus vanlig uer

Argentina silus vassild

Thunnus albacares gulfinnet tunfisk

Salmo trutta                             ørret 

Ostrea edulis østers

Anguilla anguilla ål

Pangasius hypophthalmus pangasius

Sparus aurata gyllen havkaruss

Lutjanus campechanus rød snapper

Centroberyx affinis brudefisk

Dicentrarchus labrax havabbor

Oreochromis niloticus niltilapia

Dissostichus mawsoni tannfisk

Dissostichus elegonoides tannfisk

Lampris immaculatus sørlig laksestørje


