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TEXT  
PROPOSED BY THE COMMISSION 

 

Regulation of the  
gemmological materials market. 

 

CHAPTER I 

DEFINITIONS 

 

ARTICLE 1. 

1. The provisions of this law apply to the materials and products listed below, used in the 
production of jewellery, necklaces and general giftware: 

a) Natural minerals, formed in natural deposits. 

b) Synthetic minerals. 

c) Artificial products. 

d) Natural pearls and other organic materials of animal or vegetable origin, traditionally used in 
jewellery.  

e) Cultivated pearls or those of a similar definition.  

f) Imitation pearls. 

 

ARTICLE 2. 

1. For the purpose of this law, the following definitions are used: 

a) "Gemmological material": a natural, synthetic, cultivated or artificial substance, adapted for 
personal decorative use or for ornamentation. 

b) "Natural gemmological material": a substance of inorganic or naturally occurring organic origin. 

c) "Processed gemmological material": gemmological material of natural, artificial or cultivated 
origin with chemical and/or physical properties that have been artificially modified. 

d) "Synthetic gemmological material": an organic or inorganic substance produced by technological 
procedures with chemical or physical properties similar to those of naturally occurring materials.  

e) "Artificial gemmological material": an organic or inorganic substance produced by technological 
procedures with chemical or physical properties that differ from any known natural material. 

f) "Composite gemmological material": material consisting of different parts, of a pre-established 
shape and of an equal or different nature, of natural, synthetic or artificial origin, combined to form 
a single gem. 

g) "Clustered or blended gemmological material": material formed by a set of irregular granules of 
natural, synthetic or artificial origin, which are artificially aggregated with or without the use of 
adhesives or by heating or compression. 



h) "Artificial glass": shapeless artificial material obtained through cooling from a blend of any 
chemical composition.  

i) "Pearl or natural pearl": material produced naturally from pearl-bearing molluscs without human 
intervention. 

l) "Cultivated or cultured pearl, with or without a nucleus": material produced from salt or fresh  
water pearl-bearing molluscs following human intervention. 

m) "Pearl imitation or imitation pearl": material of any composition comprising one or more parts of 
natural, synthetic or artificial origin, produced by man to obtain the shape and appearance of pearls, 
but without the physical or chemical properties or crystalline structure of natural pearls.  

 

ARTICLE 3. 

1. The names of processed gemmological materials must include an indication of the processing 
which they have undergone, in conformity with the provisions of standard UNI 10245 and 
subsequent updates.  

2. The main processes used to treat gems with the must up-to-date technological procedures are 
defined as follows: 

a) "Diffused or thermally diffused": a gemmological material that has undergone a process of 
modification to add chemical elements to its crystalline lattice. 

b) "Impregnated": a gemmological material the pores of which have been filled with foreign, 
colourless substances. 

c) "Irradiated or radiated": a gemmological material that has undergone a process of modification 
using invisible radiation or atomic or subatomic particles.  

d) "With filled fissures and/or cavities": a gemmological material that has undergone cavity or 
fissure filling with hardening liquid materials. 

e) "Coated": a gemmological material that has been fully or partially coated by foreign substances. 

f) "Heated": a gemmological material that has undergone a process of thermal modification without 
adding chemical elements, except hydrogen and oxygen, to its crystalline lattice. 

g) "Coloured": a gemmological material with natural or man-made pores, interstices or fractures 
that have been permeated with colourants. 

h) "Laser-cut": a gemmological material that has been purposely shaped by chemical or physical 
actions or modifications. 

i) "Subject to high-pressure or high temperature": a gemmological material that has undergone a 
process of modification based on the use of pressure and temperature variations. 

l) "Residually heated": a gemmological material that has undergone a process of thermal 
modification with the addition of flux. 

m) "With lead glass fissure filling": a gemmological material the fractures of which have been 
permeated with lead glass.  

3. Any other chemical or physical processes undergone by gemmological materials, other than those 
indicated in point 2, must be clearly and concisely specified on all commercial and advertising 
documents related to the product, on any accompanying labels or tags and in the statements issued 
in accordance with Article 10.  



4. Where the treatment(s) used to process gems are not completed within the allotted time, this must 
be clearly indicated in a report drawn up and delivered to the purchaser, describing the treatments, 
their effects, any precautions for use and the conservation of the material.  

 

ARTICLE 4. 

1. The following definitions must be applied to the materials described in Article 2: 

a) "Natural", in the case of natural gemmological material. 

b) "Processed", in the case of processed gemmological material. 

c) "Synthetic", in the case of synthetic gemmological material. 

d) "Cultured", in the case of cultured gemmological material. 

e) "Artificial", in the case of artificial gemmological material. 

2. In the case of processed gemmological materials, in place of the term "processed", the name of 
the material treatment process itself may be used, according to the indications in Article 3.2, 
preceded by the wording "subject to " where appropriate.  

3. The nomenclature to be used for the naming of natural gemmological materials is indicated in 
booklet I of standard UNI 10245 and subsequent updates.  

4. The nomenclature to be used for the naming of synthetic gemmological materials is indicated in 
booklet II of standard UNI 10245 and subsequent updates.  

5. The nomenclature to be used for the naming of artificial gemmological materials is indicated in 
booklet III of standard UNI 10245 and subsequent updates.  

6. The nomenclature of cuts of gemmological materials is subject to standard UNI 10173 and 
subsequent updates.  

 

ARTICLE 5. 

1. In the naming of the materials indicated in Article 2, use of the terms "semi-precious" and "fine" 
is prohibited.  

 

ARTICLE 6. 

1. Natural pearls, as indicated in Article 2.1.i), are defined as "3/4 cut or 1/2 cut natural pearls", 
depending on their shape, when they have been cut or ground.  

2. Cultivated or cultured pearls, as indicated in Article 2.1.l), are defined as "3/4 cut or 1/2 cut 
cultivated pearls", depending on their shape, when they have been cut or ground.   

 

3. The cultivated pearls described in point 2 are defined as "composite or mabe cultivated pearls" 
when they derive from a man-made assembly of an upper part comprising a cultured pearl and a 
lower part consisting of mother-of-pearl, with an interior filling of miscellaneous material.  

 

 

CHAPTER II 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 



 

ARTICLE 7. 

1. It is prohibited to import, export, hold for sale, sell or distribute gratuitously the materials and 
products listed in Chapter I under names which differ from those specified in this law.  

2. The names indicated in Article 4 must be indicated on all commercial and advertising documents 
related to the product, as well as on any accompanying labels or tags, and are the only names which 
may be used, including verbally, to refer to the products.  

3. The names indicated in Article 4 must also be used for products displayed in exhibitions, fairs 
and shows of a commercial nature.  

 

ARTICLE 8. 

1. The provisions of Article 7 also apply to cases where products are offered for sale to consumers 
by auction, even if deriving from pawnbrokers, antique dealers or by remote communication 
methods. In this latter case, the names indicated in Chapter I must be specified on the remote sale or 
contract proposal.    

 

ARTICLE 9. 

1. The Ministry of Economic Development, using the resources set aside under current legislation 
for communication initiatives of benefit to the public, holds public communication campaigns, at 
least annually, to raise consumer awareness of issues related to gemstone quality.  

2. Regions may promote local, participant-funded training courses for individuals operating in the 
gemmological market, aimed at refining their knowledge of the materials described in this law as 
well as their processing and sale. Participation in such courses is voluntary. Individuals who 
complete the courses are issued a qualified operator certificate.  

 

 

CHAPTER III 

OPERATOR RESPONSIBILITIES,  
DISPUTES, TESTING  

LABORATORIES 

 

ARTICLE 10. 

1. At the purchaser's request, the seller must issue a statement, in accordance with this law, 
describing the gemmological materials sold, whether loose or in a package.  

2. The statement described in point 1 must be issued for all remote sales or sales outside local 
commercial businesses.  

3. The content of the statement described in point 1, which must at least give indication of the 
country of origin of the most recent import into Italy, shall be established by regulation according to 
Article 16.  

 

ARTICLE 11. 



1. Any disputes regarding the content of the statement described in Article 10 may be transferred 
for resolution by a board of arbitration, established at the chamber of commerce, industry, artisan 
crafts and agriculture (hereinafter "chamber of commerce") with jurisdiction over the area in which 
the purchaser is based, consisting of three members; one elected by each of the parties and the third 
elected by the managers of the gemmological laboratories described in Article 13. All costs of the 
arbitration proceeding are covered by the affected parties.  

2. The board described in point 1 operates according to the procedures established in the regulation 
pursuant to Article 16.  

 

ARTICLE 12. 

1. Where it is necessary to verify the accuracy of statements given in relation to gemmological 
materials in commercial or advertising documents, contract or remote sales proposals, on labels or 
tags supplied with the product or in statements issued in accordance with Article 10, the laboratories 
described in Article 13 are exclusively authorised to issue the relative certificates.  

2. In all cases, materials kept in storage on the date of entry into effect of this law are excluded from 
gemmological testing and certification.  

 

ARTICLE 13. 

1. Laboratories authorised to issue certificates for the sale of gemmological materials must be listed 
in the registers held by the chambers of commerce, in accordance with the regulation indicated in 
Article 16.  

2. The laboratories described in point 1 must offer guarantees of independence and technical and 
professional qualification, specific to the gemmological industry, for determining the category of all 
gemmological materials sold and they must meet the requirements established by the regulation 
indicated in Article 16.  

3. Laboratories must be listed in a register held by the local chamber of commerce with jurisdiction, 
for which it must submit an application along with documentation attesting that it meets the 
requirements described in point 2.  

4. The monitoring and control of the laboratories listed in the register described in point 1, in order 
to verify satisfaction of the requirements pursuant to this article and to the regulation indicated in 
Article 16, are conducted in accordance with the said regulation. All costs deriving from the 
creation and keeping of the registers per point 1, and from conducting the said monitoring and 
control activities, are charged to the entities applying for entry into such registers at the rates 
established by the decree indicated in Article 16, updated periodically and at least every two years, 
by decree of the Ministry of Economic Development in concert with the Ministry of Economics and 
Finance. These rates are established and updated based on the current cost of services rendered by 
the public administrations affected. Applicants must pay such fees before applying for entry in a 
register, attaching the receipt of payment to the application.  

 

 

CHAPTER IV 

PENALTIES 

 

ARTICLE 14. 



1. Without prejudice to the application of penalties established by the laws in force in the event of 
an offence, violations of the regulations of this law shall be subject to the following penalties: 

a) For issuing certificates for gemmological materials without being listed in the register per Article 
13.1, the offender shall receive a fine of between €1,000 and €10,000.  

b) For selling or holding for sale gemmological materials without documentation or accompanied 
by documents that show indications different from those specified in this law or indications that 
may be confused with those specified in this law, the offender shall receive a fine of between €200 
and €2,000 and the goods will be seized and confiscated.  

c) For refusing to issue the statement described in Article 10, the offender shall receive a fine of 
between €200 and €2,000. 

2. The fines described in 1b) and c) are multiplied by 10 for sales made remotely or outside 
commercial businesses.  

3. For repetition of the violations per 1b) and c), in addition to receiving the above fines, the 
offender shall be suspended from activity for a period of between fifteen days and six months.  

 

 

CHAPTER V 

FINAL PROVISIONS 

 

ARTICLE 15. 

1. Gemmological materials, either loose or packaged, that are legally produced or sold in another 
Member State of the European Union or in the European Economic Area may be admitted onto the 
Italian market provided that they offer a guarantee of consumer protection and information 
equivalent to that pursuant to this law.  

 

ARTICLE 16. 

1. The implementing regulation of this law shall be issued within six months of the entry into effect 
of this law, by Presidential Decree, at the proposal of the Ministry of Economic Development, in 
concert with the Ministry of Economy and Finance and the Ministry of the Interior, following a 
resolution of the Council of Ministers and in consultation with the National Research Council, the 
National Institute of Metrological Research and the Council of State. 

 

ARTICLE 17. 

1. This law shall take effect sixty days from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette of the 
Italian Republic.  


